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Chapter 11. Letters Received in Support of Project Following Release of the 1997 Draft EIR/EIS

Table 11-1 lists letters received in support of the project. No responses have been prepared for

these letters.

Table 11-1: Comments Received in Support of Project

Norman Bofth '

k 3 ackson Valley Irr.igai‘tio'ri'D‘ist.r”i.ct

Lod

1/15/98

2/24/98 |Gene Wolfe, Mayor City of Walnut Creek L 25
2/25/98 Charles C. Escover, Mayor |[City of Pleasant Hill L 26
11/4/98 Dorie V. Gallinatti Oakland Association of Realtors Sp 24
11/17/97 |[Dennis J. Spaniol Council of Industries Sp 25
11/24/97 [P. Richard Means The Keys Sp 26
12/11/97 [Charles W. Brydon American River Utilization Committee Sp 27
12/31/97 |Keith Carson Economic Development Alliance for Business Sp 28
2/17/98 |Tom Goff California Alliance for Jobs Sp 29
11/4/97 Irwin C. Hansen Summit Medical Center Ind 101
11/14/97 |Jonathan O. Mayes, . {Safeway, Inc. Ind 102
2/11/98 |John N. Henderson Piedmont Resident Ind 103
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JACKSON VALLEY

IRRIGATION DISTRICT

6755 LAKE AMADOR DRIVE
IONE, CALIFORNIA 95649
209-274-2037

January 15, 1998

Mr. Kurt Ladensack

Water Supply Improvements Division
EBMUD, MS #305

P.O. Box 24055

Oskland, CA 94623

SUBJECT: EBMUD/USBR Supplemental Water Supply Project - November 1997
Dear Mr. Ladensack:

The Jackson Valley Irrigation District, located in south western Amador County,
has been following with great interest, your project to develop supplemental water for the
East Bay Municipal Utility District. It is unfortunate that the Aubumn Dam Project on the
American River is not being pursued at this time so 3 greater water benefit could be
realized.

For too many years we have allowed our stored water reserves to be used to a

point where water rationing is becomming the norm. In April 1997 - Vol 7 No. 4,

runoff from the storms (Jan, 1997) caused the South Bay to change fiom 3 System that's
closer to oceanic conditions to one that's closer to lake conditions.” The article went on
“... while all the implications are still uncertain, the drastic changes are expected to kill
vast amounts of shrimp, wonms, mussels and clams that live in the Bay. Some may not
recover for several years, biologists seid * *_. Scientists right now are only speculating

this point, but were mostly ignored.
East Bay has been a real leader in the studies, data collection and foresight in
providing water for their customers. This Project will help the East Bay keep.a good
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EBMUD 2 January 16, 1998

water supply for some years to come and at the same time offers a beneficial opportunity

to Sacramento County to improve their water supp!y. .
° We believe“tlintyis project should be defined quickly and construction begun at the

earliest date possible. We also hope we can work with you during the restructuring of

Pardee Dam.

Very truly yours,
JACKSON VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT

N

Voo Tgn
Norman Borth ;
President of the Board

cc: Amador County Board of Supenrisor:s
Sacramento County Board of Supervisors
Sacramento City Council
CAMERA
JVID Board of Supervisors
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February 24, 1998

Director John Coleman

President of the Board

The East Bay Municipal Utility District
375 Eleventh Street

Oakland, CA 94607-4240

Dear President Coleman:

region’s need for sufficient quantities of high quality water is best achieved by utilizing the
District’s water service contract with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.

We have followed EBMUD’s Hevelcpment of its Water Supply Master Plan and have supported
those elements which reduce the area’s need for additional water supply, particularly the
reclamation and conservation programs. We are pleased to now have the Opportunity to support
the key remaining component, the supplemental water supply project. The American River
supplemental supply projects under consideration appear to meet al identified objectives,
including the protection of our precious environmental resources,

As you know, we are keenly interested in the future economic health and vitality of the East Bay.
We believe the integrated resource planning represented by the East Bay Municipal Utitity
District’s Water Supply Master Plan is a crucial component to any economic forecasﬁng and
planning. We congratulate you on the progress that has been made in achieving your water
reclamation and conservation goals; and, we heartily support your efforts to secure a
supplemental water supply from the American River.

P.O. Box 8039 + 1666 North Main Street +  Walnut Creek California 94596 {510} 943-5800

R .
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President John Coleman
EBMUD
Page 2

We thank you for your attention and appreciate your courtesy.
Sincerely,

Tl 14

GENE WOLFE
Mayor

ce: City Council



City of Pleasant Hill

EaEnEDR
February 25, 1998 MAR 1 01398
! * SECRETARY'S OFFICE
Director John Coleman . )
President of the Board - L
The East Bay Municipal Utility District
375 Eleventh Street

Oakland, CA 94607-4240
Dear President Coleman:

i i i rt for the
behalf of the Pleasant Hill City Council, I would Pke to convey our suppo
g:st Bay L:\t;ni;pa! Utility District’s efforts at addre:smg t&; Eas;:e ?z;;g;mavt;:
uirements, with an American River supplemental wa : ;
ggl:}rye r&gat thee:egion’s need for sufficient quantities of I’ng}: quality wat;r is bes;
achieved by utilizing the District's water service contract with the U.S. Bureau o

Reclamation..

l ] i d have
’s development of its Water Supply M.a_ster Plan an
x;pomdha" rﬁ:::delzgwwhich redprce the area's needwfor aic]hho::lwwat;rh:g;:iye,
i i tion programs. We are pleas no
- particularly the reclamation and conserva o the Sty oo have tbe
opportunity to support the key remaining compone ! e fhater supply
j ican River supplemental supply projects under co; : r
;r::m'ril;::;;egc:&ecﬁves. li:’nclud:ing the protection of our precious environmental

resources.

i in’ i itality of the
keenly interested in the future economic health and vi
2:3?;;:”;&: ;:l:,':ve t.heyintegrated resource . p]a.nnmg. represez_ntgd by the East Bay
Municipal Utility District’s Water Supply Ma::.ﬂera tl:hn isa t:;u;:l g:::pt;‘;'ﬁa? any
economic forecasting and planning, We congra you on rogrest as been
i jevi water reclamation and conservation goals; an , we he artily
:;ﬁ;: y;;rhl :ﬁbmrfs yt:u:ecure a supplemental water supply from the American River.

" We'thank you for your attention and appreciate your courtesy.
Sincerely. .

CHARLES C. ESCOVER
. Mayor )
- CCE/dm

100 Gregory Lane - Pleasant Hill - California 94523-3323 - (510) 671-5270 - FAX 258-8190
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Oakland
Association
of Realtors®

=

Hatord SR

1528 Webster Street

Oskland, CA 94612.3385 -

510-835-3000
FAX 510-272.0661

November 4, 1997

Director John A. Coleman

President

The East Bay Municipat Utility District
375 Eleventh Street

Oakland, CA 94607-4240

RE: The American River Project

Dear President Coleman:

The noted agreement as well as the East Bay Municipal District's Water
Supply Management Plan intelligently addresses the short and long-term
need for a reliable supply, conservation and storage. As an East Bay
entity, we believe the Water Supply Management Plan is most important in
our efforts to plan for the future economic vitality of our community and the
region.

As you knaw, we applaud this regional approach to our water supply
needs as it ends countless years of acrimony as well as years of legaf and
political wrangling over the potential use of the East Bay Municipal Utility

District’'s American River entitliement,

Given this history and the residential, commercial as well as industrial
water needs of the East Bay, we applaud your effort and hope others will
add their support for an agreement as well as a project of historical
proportions and a Water Supply Management Plan that makes sense.
Further, we will encourage others to add their support because we believe
there are other regions within the State of California with significant water
needs that would not hesitate to benefit from unnecessary controversy in
our own region. .



Director John A. Coleman
November 4, 1997
Page Two

We thank you for your attention and appreciate your courtesy.

Sincerely,
Dorie V. Gallinatti, GR!, LTG
1997 President

cc

Supervisor Keith Carson
County of Alameda

1221 Oak Street, Room 536
Oakland, CA 94612

Supervisor Wilma Chan

County of Alameda

1221 Oak Street, Room 536
Oakland, CA 94612

Supervisor Scott Haggerty
County of Alameda

1221 Oak Street, Room 536
Oakland, CA 94612

Supervisor Mary V. King
County of Alameda

1221 Oak Street, Room 536
Oakland, CA 94612

Supervisor Gail Steele
County of Alameda

1221 Oak Street, Room 536
Oakiand, CA 94612

Gregory L. Chan

EBMUD - Public Affairs Office
375 Eleventh St., MS # 802
Oazkland, CA 94607-4240

5-@S-1995 9:13Fu FROM COUNCIL U INDUSIKY Sl 242 aiba

Crovkety
Rocea
Hercules

Council Of Industries

Pingte
San Pubio

West Contra Costa County
fwchmond

Dennis J. Spaniol
Executive Director . November 17, 1997
P.O. Box 5189
Hercules, CA 94547-5189
-Tel. (510} 242-4164
Fox: {510) 242-1391

Director John A. Coleman

President

East Bay Municipal Utility District

375 Eleventh Street

Oeklend, CA 94607-4240

Dear President Coleman:

On behalf of the Council of Industries, I would like to convey our support for the
agreement reached by EBMUD, the City of Sacramento and the County of Sacramento on
the American River project. We believe that the cc reached will mutually benefit
all partics of interest and the East Bay in particular.

The noted agreement as well as the East Bay Municipal Utility District's Water
Supply Management. Plan intelligently addresses the short and long-term need for a .
reliable supply, conservation and storage. As an East Bay entity, we belicve the Water
Supply Management Plan is most important in our efforts to plan for the fisture economic
vitality of our community and the region.

As you know, we applaud this regional approach to our water supply needs as it
ends countless years of acrimony as well as years of legal and political wrangling over the
potential use of the East Bay Municipal Utility District's American River entitlement.

Given this history and the residential, commercial as well as industrial water necds
of the East Bay, we applaud your effort and hope others will add their support for an
agreement as well as a project of historical proportions and a Water Supply Management
Plan that makes sease. Further, we will encourage others to add their support because we
belicve there are ather regions within the State of California with significant water needs
that would not hesitate to benefit from unnecessary controversy in our own region.
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John Colemian B - ' ..l'_-
EBMUD . CONDOMINIUM OWNERS' ASSOCIATION
Page Two

November 24, 1997

We thank you for your attention and appreciate your courtesy. -

Director John A. Coleman
President
The East Bay Municipal Utility District
375 Eleventh St.
s Oakland, CA 94607-4240

Dear President Coleman:

ExccunveD ector
On behalf of the Keys Condominium Owners’ Association, 1 would like to convey our suppont for the

ce: Supenr_isor Mark DeSaulnier agreement reached by EBMUD, the City of Sacramento and the County of Sacramento on the American
Supervisor Joe Canciamillia River project. We believe that the hed will Iy benefit all parties of interest and the
Supervisor Donna Gerber East Bay in particular.
Supervisor fim Rogers

The noted agreement, as well as the East Bay Municipal Utility District’s Water Supply Management Plan, ’
intelligently addresses the short and long-term need for a reliable supply, conservation and storage. As an

East Bay entity, we befieve the Water Supply Management Plan is most important in our efforts to plan for

the future economic vitality of our community and the region.

Supervisor Gayle B, Uilkema

As you know, we applaud this regional approach to our water supply needs as it ends countless years of
acrimony as well as years of legal and political wiangling over the potential use of the East Bay Municipal
Utility District’s American River entitlement.

Given this history and the residential, commercial as well as industrial water needs of the East Bay, we
applaud your effort and hope others will add their support for an ag as well as a project of
historical proportions and a Water Supply Management Plan makes sense. Further, we will encourage
others to add their support because we believe there are other regions within the State- of Califomia with
significant water needs that would not hesitate to benefit from unnccessary controversy in our own region.

We thank for your attention and appreciate your courtesy.

Sincerely.

/K/)W

P. Richard Means, PCAM
General Manager

312 North Civic Drive, Walnut Creek, California 94596 {510} 947-0401
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American River Utilization Committee
6690 San Ramon Valley Bivd., #300
Danvitie, CA 94526

Phone/FAX 855-0312

December 11, 1997

John Lampe, Director Water Planning
East Bay Municipal Utility District

P.O. Box 24055

Oakland, CA 24056

Dear Mr. Lampe,

i blic meeting in
r 1, 1997, | submitted oral comments at the scheduled pu
8:k!;)a$|c:rr:?aeﬁng to the EBMUD/Sacramento Joint Water supply Project and the et
Folsom South Canal Connection Project. The purpose of the.meetlng' was 1o solici
public comment regarding the recently released EIS/EIR relating to this issue.

i i i dations of the

ting. | promised to submit a copy of_ the formal recommen r A
2:23;5%\/%: L?tiliization Committee re_garclmt\tg ttt:e gr:%?ss;z tpg;rtv; ngc:).:iﬁ?oq'gw

ments are already contained in a letter to ; { g ,
lggsa?t?&r;;ted through a relgase to the general news media of April 23, 1997. Both of

these items are appended hereto.

Thank-you for the opportunity to participate in this important process.

FOR THE COMMITTEE, :
/% St
drles W. % ;

Attachments - 2

Ltr to John Lampe
News Release

American River Utilization Program
6690 San Ramon Vailey Bivd., #300
Danville, CA 9452¢

Phone/FAX
(510) 855-0312

Aprit 17, 1997

John Lampe, Director Water Planning
East Bay Municipal Utility district

P.O. Box 24055

Oakland, CA 24056

Dear Mr. Lampe,

appreciation for the hours of work contributed by you and your staff in keeping us
informed. The committee is particularly appreciative of the detailed effort required to
answer our eight questions contained in our letter to you of February 7, 1997.

Your letter and Supporting documentation was distributed to the committee as a whole
and at it's March 21th meeting there was a detailod discussion of not only the eight
points contained in the 2/7 letter, but also the issues raised in our lefter of February
25th. Particularly, the comparative cost of treatment at Fairbairn and various.
downstream sites.

I have been instructed by the committee to announce that the American River
Utilization Committee endorses the preliminary agreement approved by EBMUD, the
City of Sacramento and the County of Sacramenta, As Yyou are aware, the commitiee
has met monthly for five years and has foliowed every detail of these deliberations.

We would at this time like to publicly praise EBMUD for finding the consensus that will
mutually benefit all parties of interest and one that will allow the water ta flow through
the environmentally sensitive American River Parkway prior EBMUD's diversion of its
specified allotment. We are satisfied that the general public interest is best served by
this proposed agreement and wish to go on record in support of your efforts.

ITTEE:

News Release: “Water Group Endorses American River Plan.”



~ American River Utilization
Committee

6690 Amador Plaza Road  Suite 215 » Dublin, CA 94368
(310) 828-5934 » Fax 828-1276

April 23, 19357
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Water Group Endorses American River Plan

Contact: Charles Brydon (510) §28-5%34

An organization of Bay Area water professional and civic
 leaders has declared its support for a multi-county agreement that
would allow the East Bay Municipal Utility District to utilize its
BAmerican River water rights.

The American River Utilization Committase, an unpaid, non -~
prefit group chaired by former State Sen. John A. Nejedly of
Walnut Creek, said a preliminary agreement approved by EBMUD, the
City of Sacramento and the County of Sacramento, is a strong step
toward providing delivery of high-guality water that EBMUD
ratepayers have been paying for since 1970.

The group praised the EBMUD Board of Directors and staff for
working toward a project that could end nearly 30 years of court
conflict over the use of American River water.

Under a campromise agreement worked out by the three
agencies, Sacramento regional groups would cooperate with EBMUD to
provide the East Bay with adequate water supplies during dry
years. In exchange, EBMUD would take its American River allotment
from a point near Interstate § in Sacramento. The new diversion
peint would allow the water to flow througk the environmentally
sensitive American River Parkway from Nimbus Reservoir to
Sacramento before EEMUD would move its allotment south into it$s
Mokelumne River system.

The American River Utilization Committee, a group of former

water managers, legislators, mayors, city council members and
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civic leaders, meet regularly to consider water quality and water
supply proklems in the East Bay. The group long has opposed
alternative proposals which would require EBMUD to take poor -
quality water from the Sacramento River below its cenfluence with
the BAmerican River.

Committee members had supported the original contract with
the Bureau of Reclamation, which called for diversion of the
American River to the Fast Bay from Nimbus Reservoir through the
Folsom South Canal, but they regard the new proposal as a way to
end years of court battles through negotiations with the City and
County of Sacramentc and other interested parties. The Nimbus
diversion proposal remains on the table as a prime alternative if
final agreement is not reached with the Sacramento agencies.

EEMUD's Mokelumne River water supplies, depleted by new state
and federal requirements for increased releases from Pardee and
Camanche dams, no longer are sufficient to meet minimum nesds
during dry years. With the American River supply, EBMUD could go
through a three-year drought with minimal rationing. ’

LR XN
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i DAB

DAD Orericens

cich Carson, Chairman, EDAB

e Cannty Soord of Supersaers.

Lk E Machews, Vice Guin D3 December 31, 1997

e Usiod Masur M(y, inc.

rand D B, Sncod Vi hair, EDAR

bt & Elka Commpony Director John A. Coleman

terass Worsam, Seond Vi Cox, EDAS. President of the Board .

:(’:”l‘: Custsirrer ;;:ET;BKSM"?M Uﬁli(y i .c‘

enf RESOUR
et Oakland, CA 946074240 . CES OEPY.
Caneer .

eyl Dezr President Coleman:

lsyor Ellen Corberz .

y of o Lemden On behalf of the Economic Development Alliance for Business, I would like to convey our

syer Roweraary Corbin support for the East Bay Municipal Utility District’s (EBMUD"s) efforts at addressing the East

o of Rickmond Bay’s fong-term water supply requirements through the American River supplemental water

Iayor Shirkey Dean supply project. We believe that our region’s need for sufficient quantities of high quality water

o Berkley is best achieved by utilizing the District’s water service contract with the U.S. Bureau of

e Falanchi Reclamation.

vt Mrdocst Comowr - .

:':::: We have followed EBMUD’s development of its Water Supply Master Plan and have supported
- those elements which reduce the area’s need for additional water supply, particularly the
;'“"" reclamation and conservation programs. We congratulate you on the progress that has been made

- in achieving your water reclamation and conservation goals. We believe the key remaining

1CX. Locd 120 component is the American River supplemental water supply project. This project appears to

ol Hamlin meet all identified objectives, including the p ion of our precious environmental resources.

e Chd

sy0 Gy Houscon As you know, we are keenly interested in the future economic health and vitality of the East

¥/ Dubbe Bay. We believe the integrated resource planning represented by EBMUD's Water Supply

Yer Marana Master Plan is a crucial comp to ic f¢ ting and planning. Specifically, we now

11 Elorrl Gompracxon Auccum want to support you on your efforts to secure a supplemental water supply from the American

Sich Pacok River. We will also encourage others to add their support because we believe this project

;":n":‘""" provides sensible long-term planning for our region. :

::ww*u We thank you for your attention and appreciate the opp ity to provide you with these

[ — comments.

;. Heafey. Rasch o May "

$i¢ Scornumnchi Sincerely,

e County Office of Educaan

nancil Mernbes Richard Spees /

¥of Ooklond >

wncl Member joNelic Zager S g i

7ol Fremee Chair, EDAB

<k Wasserman .

:::" Hh Do cc: Supervisor Witma Chan

e Gon © et Supervisor Scott Haggerty

e Kem Supervisor Mary King

Duevtor, EDAR

'21 Oak Streer. Suite 555
ikland, California 94612
1 (510) 272.6984
x: (510) 272-5007
ebsite: www.alemeda.org

Supervisor Gail Steele

Serving the Communities of : Albany, Alameda, Berkeley. Dublin, Emeryville, Fremont, Hayward, Livermore, Newark, Oakland.

Piedmont, Pleasanton, Richmond, Son Leandro. Union City -The East Bay The bright side of the San Francisco Bay

WATER 4 NATURAL
JAN 18 1998
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CALIFORNIA
ALLIANCE
FOR JOBS

A Labor-Managemens Partnership to Construct a Better California

February 17, 1998 =
COMMENTS ON:  Supplemental Water Supply Project

PRESENTED TO: ' East Bay Municipal Utility District
PRESENTED BY:  Tom Goff —F

Assistant Director

California Alliance For Jobs

The California Alliance For Jobs represents 1,750 Northern
California heavy and highway construction companies and their 50,000
union employees. Our members specialize in infrastructure projects,
including the construction of water and wastewater pipelines, pumping
stations and treatment facilities. '

On behalf of our members, thousands of whom live and work in Sp29;1 .

the EBMUD service area, we strongly urge you and the agencies
collaborating with EBMUD on the SWSP to approve and proceed with
either Alternative 2 or Alternative 3 as described in the Draft
Environmental Impact Report/ Envirenmental Impact Statement Summary.

Clearly, the “No Action” alternative is not a realistic option if
EBMUD is to continue to provide its customers and our members with the
current level of excellent service in years to come. Our members rely
heavily on that service not only for the execution of daily business, but in
meeting basic needs of their private lives. The quality of those lives
depends in no small degree on uninterrupted access to one of the basic
elements of our existence and a key requisite of prosperity: safe, abundant
water.

As your own project summary states, no new water supply or
storage has been added to the EBMUD system in 34 years. In that time, the
population within the district has increased bynearly 250,000 people. This
growth and the population projections for the EBMUD service area starkly
underscore the pressing need to access American River water to meet
rapidly escalating demand.

Given our region’s expanding need for water, the “No Action” S P2 9.2

alternative would place our members at risk of service disruption in the
event of shortages. Studies show that those shortages would occur in even
nosmal rainfall periods despite conservation and reclamation efforts and
would be greatly magnified by prolonged drought or a catastrophic
earthquake compromising the Mokelumne Rivér diversion facilities.

When it comes to water, our state can no lohger afford inaction.
Qur economy, and more important, the lives and livetihoods of our
members and the rest of EBMUD’s customers, d¢mand that you move
forward and approve either one of the construction alternatives.



SUMMIT

MEDICAL CENTER

November 4, 1997 :

Director John A. Coleman

President

The East Bay Municipal Utility District
375 Eleventh Street

Oakiand, California 94607-4249

Dear President Coleman:

The noted agreement as well as the East Bay Municipal Utility District’s Water Supply
Management Plan intelligently addresses the short and long-term need for 2 reliable supply
conservation and storage. As an East Bay entity, we believe the Water Supp)} Management’
Plan is most important in our efforts to plan for the future economic vitality of our community
and the region.

Asyou knoxiv, we applaud this regional approach to our water supply needs as it ends countless
years of acrimony as well as Yyears of legal and political wrangling over the Ppotential use of
the East Bay Municipal Utility District’s American River entitlement.

as a project of historical proportions and a Water Supply Management Plan that makes sense

Further, we will encourage others to add their Support because we beljeve there are othel:
regions within the State of California with significant water needs that would not hesitate to
~ benefit from unnecessary controversy in our own region.

. Excellence « Compassion « Technology
Building on the traditions of Merritt. Perafta and Providaa__ o

Director John A. Coleman
Page 2

We thank you for your attention and appreciate your courtesy.

Sincerely,

y Cké%mmu&—
Irwin C. Hanse
President & CEO
Summit Medical Center

c: Supervisor Keith Carson
County of Alameda
1221 Qak St., Room 536
Oakland, CA 94612

Supervisor Wilma Chan
County of Alameda

| 1221 Qak St., Room 536
QOakiand, CA 94612

Supervisor Scott Haggerty
County of Alameda

1221 Qak St., Room 536
Oakland, CA 94612

| Supervisor Mary V., King
County of Alameda
1221 Ozk St., Room 536
Oakland, CA 94612

Supervisor Gail Steele
County of Alameda

1221 Oak St,, Room 536
‘Oakland, CA 94612

"Gegary L. Chan
EBMUD- Public Affairs Office
375 Eleventh St., MS# 802
Oakland, CA 94607-4240
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November 14, 1997

Director John A. Coleman
President

East Bay Municipal Utility District
375 Eleventh Street

Oakland, CA 94607-4240 .

Dear President Coleman:

I am writing on behalf of Safeway Inc., which operates more than 150 stores and other
facilities in the greater Bay Area, to express suppont of the American River Project
agreement between EBMUD, Sacramento, and Sscramento County.

We support the Agreement; and EBMUD's Water Supply Management Plan, because

they: (1) appropriately address our region’s short- and long-term needs for reliable water

supply, conservation and storage; (2) are an important step in helping to ensure future

economic vitality of our community and region; and (3) end years of acrimony and

legal/political wrangling over EBMUD’s use of the American River entitlement. -

We support and applaud your work on the Agreement and the Plan, and wish you much
success in implementing them.

A e

Jonathan O. Mayes, Esq.
" Corporate Director, Government Relations

cc:  Alameda County Board of Supervisbrs

be:  Gregory L. Chan
EBMUD~Public Affairs Office
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JOHN N. HENDERSON
165 Scenic Avenue
Piedmont, California 94611
510/655-1602

February 11, 1998

Mr. Kurt Ladensack

East Bay Municipal Utility District, MS #305
Box 24055

Oakland, CA 94623-1055 -

Dear Mr. Ladensack:
Re: Draft EIR/EIS for the EBMUD/USBR Supplemental Water Supply Project

This letter is to express support for this project and suggest that this project be expedited as much
as possible. Admittedly this seems a bit silly when we are having the heaviest winter in most peoples
memory. However we ha : owned the house at the above address for 28 years and we remember
both the droughts of the gighties and the repeat performance in the early nineties - and we don’t want
to go through that again. Nor do we want the quality of our water supply to deteriorate. '

We have been members of the Sierra Club since 1955 and while I do not know their reaction to this
proposal, if it follows their usual line, they will claim your draft is inadequate, that we can solve all
our problems by conservation, and that more supply will simply bring more housing to the District.
1 want you to know that they do not speak for me. :

Prior to retirement I worked on several EIR/EISs. No matter how hard you try, no matter how many
consultants you hire, no matter how long it takes, if they don’t like the praject the environmental
community will claim the product is inadequate and biased. Mostly they are just looking for ways
to stall the project hoping that it will g0 away. Don’t let that happen to this one. .

We tried conservation. In the drought in the eighties we practiced the slogan “if it’s yellow that’s
mellow, if it is brown flush it down” and our house smelled of urine every summer. Who needs that?
Wealso setup a gray water system for garden irrigation and fost over half of our permanent plants,
as well as foregoing our vegetable garden. In the nineties we were able to comply with the rationing
by being careful and again foregoing our seasonal garden. These are quality of life issues just the
same as fresh water flow to the Bay, but they are a lot closer home and impacted us every day. We
don’t see the need forLisjt can be avoided.

Indeed more water may bring more housing - but since there is no legal way to keep people from
being bom or migrating to California, it only makes sense to prepare for them. Anything elseis hiding
our heads in the sand. -
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As I read it the authors of the report do not make any reconunendatit_m arguing that all }he options
have similar tradeoffs. Personally I would prefer returning to diverting tl}e- water at N.lmbus Dam
because that would give us the best quality. However from 4 practical political viewpoint t-hat may
not be feasible. Our friends in the Sacramento area would rather see the l_ower diversion point so as
to preserve the summer flow of the American River through the City during the summer. I suspect

that support from that area is essential if this project is to fly.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

cc: Mr. Cecil Lesley, USBR, 7794 Folsom Dam Road, Folsom, CA 95630
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